
Programme Overview

0930 –  Registration and meet participants
0945 –  Introduction to the purpose and format of the  
   day
1010 –  The international experience of social    
   enterprises in Scotland
1110  –  Coffee and networking 
1125  –  Increasing impact through internationalisation
1220 –  Lunch
1250  –  Scotland’s international programmes
1345  –  Recognising diversity and distinctiveness
1415  –  Coffee
1430  –  Priorities and actions. Themed discussions
1515  –  Findings and summary 
1530  –  Close
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Programme

0930  – Registration and meet participants

0945  – Introduction to the purpose and format of the day

The aim of the event is to inform an international strategy for 
social enterprise by bringing together enterprises that are trading 
internationally with support agencies, programmes and services 
that support international development and internationalisation to 
discuss priorities, opportunities and potential actions.

Gerry Higgins, CEO, CEIS, will outline the themes to be discussed 
during the day and present the format of morning and afternoon 
sessions. All participants will be introduced as the group size 
permits this and it will assist further discussion.

Richard Rollison Policy Manager - International Trade and 
Investment, Business Directorate, Scottish Government will outline 
Scotland’s international ambition.

1010  – The international experience of social enterprises in  
     Scotland

There will be opportunities for a wide range of informal 
contributions, commencing with and introduction by Neil McLean 
from the Social Enterprise Academy and contributions from a 
range of social enterprises on the value of their international 
activity, key challenges and opportunities.
The impact, challenges and opportunities will be noted to inform 
future planning.



Programme

1110  – Coffee and networking 

1125  – Increasing impact through internationalisation

Lauren Tuckerman, Market Researcher, CEIS will present the 
results of a survey into the characteristics of international social 
enterprise activity in Scotland, aspirations and support needs.

Carl Gardiner, SDI, will outline the Smart Exporter Programme 
and the work of SDI and Scottish Enterprise to provide expert 
advice and assistance to companies developing their international 
businesses. 

Discussion - The differentiated needs of social enterprise (if these 
exist), product and service sector differences and the mentoring 
potential of experienced exporters for new entrants. 

1220  – Lunch

1250  – Scotland’s international programmes

Geoff Pope - Team Leader - Asia Pacific, International Division, 
Scottish Government will introduce International Development 
Priorities of the Scottish Government.

Discussion - How social enterprise can contribute to the 
successful delivery of international development programmes.



Programme

1345  – Recognising diversity and distinctiveness

Rachael McCormack, Director of Strengthening Communities, 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise will outline the HIE priorities for 
supporting inward investment through tourism and ensuring that 
the image and reputation of Scotland is enhanced through the 
exporting of products and services from the highlands and islands 
regions.

Discussion - How do we build internationalisation into the 
ambition and growth plans of start-up social enterprises? 

1415  – Coffee

1430 – Priorities and actions. Themed discussions

Table 1  – Enterprise - Increasing the international orientation of  
  Scotland’s social enterprises, expanding international   
  trade and investment. Facilitator – Colin Campbell,   
  Found and Executive Director, Assist Social Capital.

Table 2  – Global citizenship – Fulfilling Scotland’s citizenship   
  role by demonstrating the potential of social enterprise  
  to deliver inclusive growth. Facilitator – Maree Aldam,   
  CEO, INSP.

Table 3  - Education – Becoming a world centre for knowledge  
  and learning on social enterprise and a great place to   
  visit and learn. Facilitator – Cam Donaldson, Yunus   
  Chair in Social Business and Health at Glasgow    
  Caledonian University.



Programme

1515  – Findings and summary 

Each table reports back priorities and recommendations.

Closing remarks by Yvonne Strachan, Head of Equality, Human 
Rights and Third Sector at Scottish Government.

1530 – Close


